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powery, and pronenefs to abule 1t, which predominates in the human heart, is
fufficient to fatisfy us of the truth of this polinon. The neceflity of reciprocal
checks in the exercife of political power ; by dividing and diftribyting it into
different depofitories, and conftituting each the guardian of the public weal
againft 1nvafions by the. others, has been evinced by experiments ancient and
modern ; fome of them in our couptry and under our own eyes. To preferve
them muft be as neceflary as to inftitute them: If, in the opinion of the peop]c,
the diftribution or modification of the conftitutional powers be in any particular
wrong, let it be corrected by an amendment in the way which the conflitution
deﬁgnatcs.——«-But let there be no change by ufurpatioon ; for though this, in one
inftance, may be the inftrument of good, it is the cuftomary weapon by which
free governments are deftroyed.— T'he precedent mult always areatly overbalance
in permancnt evil any partial or tranfient benefit which the ufe can at any time
yield. - .. . | " |

Of all the d,ifpoﬁiigns- and habits -which lead to political profperity, religion
and morality are indifpenfable fupports.~In vain would that man claim the, tri-

bute of patriotifm, who fhould labour to fubyert. thele great pillars of human .

happinefs, thefe firmeft props of the. duties. of men and citizens.—The mere

politician, equally with the pious man ought to‘refpe& and to cherith them.—A

volume  could not ‘trace all their connexions with. private and public felicity.
Let it imply be afked where is the fecurity for property;. for reputation, for life,
if the fenfe of religious obligation defért the oaths, whigh are the inftruments of
jnveftigation in courts of juftice?. And let us with caution indulge the fuppo-

fition, that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be.

conceded to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar ftrucure ;

reafon and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail.

in exclufion of religious principle.

*Tis fubftantially true, that virtue or morality is a neceffary {pring of popular
government. The rule indeed extends- wjth mose or lefs force to every {pecies of

upen attempts to thake the foundation of the fabric?

- free government. Who that is a fincere friend to it ean look with indifference

Promote, then, as an obje of primary ,impq:tsiQCé; inftitutions for the gene-
ral diffufion of knowledge.—1In proportion as the firucture of a government gives
force to public opinidn, it is eflential that public opinion (honld be enlightened.

As a very mportant fource of ftrength and fcgﬁri-,ty‘ cherith public credit.
One method of preferving it is.te ufe it as {paringly as pollible ; -avoiding occa-

fions of expence by cultivating peage, but remembering alfo. that timely difburfe-

ments to prepare for danger frequently prevent much greater difburfements to

repel it ; avoiding likewife the accumaulation of debt, not ogly by fhunning oc-
cafions of éxpence; but by vigogous exertions 4 time of peace to difcharge the

debts which unavoidable wars may have occafioned, not u ngeneroufly throwing

upon polterity the burthen which we ougfelves.ought to bear.—The execution

3 .

of thefe' maxims belongs to your reprefentatives, but it is.neceffary that public -

opinion thould co-operate.~—To. facilitate to them the fpcxfprmancefo_f their duty,
it is effential that you fhould practically bear in mind, that towards the payment
of debts there muft be revenue; that 49 have revenue there muft be taxes; that
1o taxes van be devifed: which ase not more or lefs inconvenient and unpleafant;
that ‘the intrinfic embarrafiment infeparable from the felecion of the praper abjecis
;(whic.h; is.always a2 choice of -difficylties) ought to be a decifive motive for a can-
did conftru&tion of the conduct of the government in.making it, and for a {pirit
of acquiefcence in the meafures for obtaining revenue which the public exigencies
may at any time didtate. ST - i

Obferve ;g®d- *faiﬁh andl»r'j;uﬁiae;:tewtardé sill...n:at‘i.qhs, cultivate «,.pea(}g.andl.har‘-

‘mony with:all ; religion and-morality epjoin this condult; and gan it be that

good policy does not equally enjoin it > It will:be worthy:of a free, enlightened,
and, at no diftant period, a great nation, to give to mankind the magnanimous
. | | and
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